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Missing in Mexico

« Statement from Diocese of Austin
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dragged his body."

See below for an inside look at the house:
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Search for priest continues in
Mexico

Fearing foul play, Austin parish holds daily
mass
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NUEVO LAREDO, Mexico (KXAN) - Mexican authorities
continued their search Thursday for an Austin priest they
believe may have been murdered at his home in Nuevo
Laredo.

They were also still looking for the man Father Jesse
Euriste, of the East Austin Cristo Rey Catholic Church,
allowed to live there while he shuttled back and forth to
Austin. Authorities have told family members they want to
question the man in connection with Euriste's
disappearnace.

Meanwhile, members of his Austin parish are holding daily
Mass to pray for his safe return - although the scene in the
city just across the border from Laredo, Tx., looked grim
when family members and police arrived there Wednesday.

A pool of blood greeted family members as they walked into
Euresti's home - on the floor, on the walls, in the garage that
had been left open.

"l know he is dead. | know he is dead," cried his sister,
Rachel Rios, as she stood in the garage. "Look at all the
blood."

Family members say they didn't trust the caretaker and hope
police can find him to answer questions about the
disappearance.

"He was a troublemaker," said Euresti's nephew, Richard
Euresti, speaking of the home's caretaker.

Euresti, 69, was last heard from around 2:30 a.m. Tuesday,
telling family members he had arrived. But later in the day, a
friend reported that the priest was missing after stopping by
the house and noticing the alarm was off and the garage
door was open.

"The way things look, it doesn't look good," Richard Euresti
said. "We want to know what happened. Everyone does."

The house was ransacked, there was a knife in view, blood
spattered on the floor and walls, and his mattress was
missing.

"So, we know something happened,” said Manuel Euresti
Rios, his nephew. "They took him away, you can tell they
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