**** John Pusch Died 4/13/09 Age 43 ****


On April 13, 2009 John age 43, and his family, wife  and 6 year old daughter Erica were sitting at the pool to enjoy the last day of their weeklong vacation. Their plane was to leave that same night. At around 11am John was going for a swim in the ocean before going upstairs and pack but he never came back from his swim. His body was found in the surf anytime before 12:45 PM which was the time he was declared dead at the local hospital according to the Mexican death certificate.

He was the seventh drowning victim on that same Playa del Carmen beach in Cancun, Mexico.

It is presumed that John was caught in a Rip Tide. He tried swimming to safety against the current in the direction of the beach which represented safety at that point in time. Any swimmer who tries to swim against the current in a Rip Tide will run out of stamina and will panic which is the end.

His death could have easily been prevented if there was a Lifeguard on duty. He would have seen that a swimmer is in trouble and could have rescued him. But it was not to be.

Because of the negligence of the tour operators/sellers and the hotel/resort a life of a 43 year old man was lost and a daughter was left without a father, a father without a son and a wife without a husband.

We urge all potential travelers to Mexico to ask about water safety and safety in general. If only one life is saved because of this story I consider this to help me to bring closure to my son’s death.

What needs to be done to avoid needless loss of life is to warn travelers at the time of booking a vacation and again at time of check in about the potential dangers of swimming in the ocean. In any event Lifeguards should be a must at all resorts.

